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ing that he was lord of a part of what is now Rou-
mania, as well as Bulgaria, and a " Wallacho-Bulgarian
Empire" has been constructed on this hypothesis.
But what the phrase really means is that the " Wal-
lachs," over whom the Bulgarian Czar claimed
authority, were not those of Roumania, but those of
Bulgaria. In that sense he was "Emperor of the
Wallachs," but he was never head of an empire
which included the Wallachs north of the Danube,
who were at that time subject to the rule of the
Kumani. The theory arose at a later period when
the only Wallachs whom people knew were the
natives of the principality of Wallachia. The Wal-
lachs, who are first mentioned by that name at the
beginning of the eleventh century as allies of the
Byzantine Emperor Basil, "the Bulgar-slayer," are
frequently alluded to after that date, and the descrip-
tions given of them clearly prove that they were of
Roman origin.

The long era of barbarian rule in Roumania was
drawing at last to a close. The Kumani, who were
converted to Christianity in 1227, ceased to be dan-
gerous soon afterwards, and succumbed to the attacks
of the Mongol Tartars about 1240. This was the
final irruption of savage hordes into the country.
The only other foreigners who exercised power there
at this period were men of a very different stamp, the
Teutonic Knights and the Knights of St. John, who
for a score of years at the beginning of the thirteenth
century obtained grants of Roumanian land from the
King of Hungary. But the stay of these military
orders was as short as that of the Tartar hordes. The